			



Stewardship Readiness Institute (SRI)
Template Usage Guide


How to Use the Applied Stewardship Toolkit
The Applied Stewardship Toolkit is a library of governance templates designed to support intentional communities as they develop systems for cooperation, decision-making, and long-term stewardship.
Rather than implementing every document at once, communities are encouraged to adopt templates gradually as their governance needs evolve.
Each template can be adapted to reflect the culture, scale, and priorities of a specific community.

Start With the Essentials
Most communities can establish a strong governance foundation using a small set of core documents.
The following templates provide a practical starting point:
• Community Vision Statement
• Community Values Charter
• Membership Agreement
• Governance Structure Charter
• Decision-Making Framework
• Conflict Resolution Framework
These documents clarify purpose, expectations, and basic decision processes.

Expanding Your Governance System
As communities grow, additional templates can help address more complex needs.
These may include:
• Membership pathways and orientation processes
• Land and resource stewardship agreements
• Infrastructure maintenance systems
• Economic participation frameworks
• Leadership transition planning
Communities can introduce these templates when they become relevant.

Using the Templates
Each template in this toolkit includes two components:
1. Guidance Section
A brief explanation of the purpose of the document and when it is typically used.
2. Fillable Template
A customizable framework that communities can adapt to their own circumstances.
Communities are encouraged to modify the templates as needed while preserving clarity and fairness.

Governance Develops Over Time
Intentional communities often begin with informal agreements. Over time, clearer governance systems become necessary as the number of members, responsibilities, and shared resources increases.
The Applied Stewardship Toolkit is designed to support this gradual development.
Templates can be adopted individually or in small groups, allowing governance systems to evolve alongside the community itself.

A Flexible Resource
There is no single correct way to organize a community.
The templates in this toolkit are offered as practical instruments to support thoughtful stewardship, cooperative decision-making, and resilient community life.
Communities are encouraged to adapt them in ways that reflect their own values and aspirations.
Template 52
Ecological Stewardship Guidelines

Purpose of This Document
The Ecological Stewardship Guidelines outline the principles and practices the community follows to care for the land and surrounding natural systems.
Many intentional communities form around a shared commitment to responsible environmental stewardship. These guidelines help ensure that daily activities and long-term planning support ecological health, biodiversity, and sustainable land use.
While the Ecological Stewardship Plan may contain detailed operational strategies, these guidelines provide a clear set of principles that guide community decisions and practices.

When to Use This Template
These guidelines are particularly useful when the community:
· manages shared land or natural areas
· engages in gardening, agriculture, or food production
· develops infrastructure that may affect ecosystems
· seeks to protect biodiversity and natural habitats
The guidelines may serve as a foundation for more detailed stewardship plans.

Instructions for Customization
When adapting these guidelines, communities should:
• identify ecological priorities relevant to their land and region
• establish principles that guide responsible land use
• encourage practices that protect soil, water, and biodiversity
• ensure that community development remains aligned with ecological stewardship
Communities may revise the guidelines as they learn more about their local ecosystem.























Ecological Stewardship Guidelines
Community Name
[Insert community name]

Date of Adoption
[Month / Year]

Stewardship Commitment
The community recognizes that the land and surrounding ecosystems are shared resources that require thoughtful care and responsible stewardship.
Members seek to use land and natural resources in ways that support ecological balance, long-term sustainability, and the well-being of future generations.

Protection of Soil Health
Healthy soil supports food production, biodiversity, and ecosystem stability.
Community practices may include:
• composting and nutrient cycling
• minimizing soil disturbance where possible
• supporting regenerative gardening or farming practices

Water Stewardship
Water resources are essential to both ecological systems and community life.
Community practices may include:
• responsible water use
• rainwater collection systems
• protection of natural waterways and drainage areas

Biodiversity and Habitat Protection
The community seeks to protect and encourage diverse plant and animal life.
Stewardship practices may include:
• planting native or climate-appropriate species
• maintaining natural habitat areas
• minimizing practices that harm wildlife or ecological systems

Responsible Use of Resources
Community members are encouraged to use shared resources thoughtfully.
Practices may include:
• minimizing waste
• repairing or reusing materials when possible
• choosing sustainable materials for construction and infrastructure

Ecological Awareness
Members are encouraged to observe and learn from the natural systems surrounding the community.
This may include:
• monitoring changes in vegetation and wildlife
• observing seasonal patterns
• learning from ecological experts or experienced practitioners
Greater awareness helps guide responsible stewardship decisions.

Integration with Community Planning
Ecological considerations should inform community planning decisions, including:
• infrastructure development
• agricultural activities
• land-use planning
This helps ensure that community growth remains aligned with ecological sustainability.

Relationship to Other Governance Documents
These guidelines complement the following governance tools:
• Ecological Stewardship Plan
• Land Use Decision Framework
• Commons Stewardship Ledger
• Infrastructure Maintenance Ledger
Together these documents support responsible stewardship of the land and natural systems.

Living Document
The Ecological Stewardship Guidelines may be reviewed periodically as the community develops deeper understanding of the local ecosystem and stewardship practices.
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